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r ^ T i The battle be tween reside* rtsand 
W ] travellers has been likened to civil war, 
iv2w but when Euan Ferguson got the two 
sides together the differences melted away. 
So why is everyone so angry about the r >sue? 
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couldn't agree more 


‘settled eiTfm^umtA hur ihe 

!=b/e «.nd of the 

HtfLiii. Eiai . -r.uw'd n bupv n^-. 
'll U wirlj -.’me loc^ils 

ihrr^.r 'nuv m withhold cenm 
■ h 1 1 \ the ngjaa.net' is 

0ue i- l^au] a !v?k^EQes Cliff 
ITt :r- iaiVP hiul O' mfn n a b 
h»meri ttevid \orth. one of 
die te-f.vr Kind of prommenl 
resniem* tben& is far more- 
n ;* ix3 1 ground than an s reud 
Lit: of :fit prvv- wp 'jld 

*Wi- v n formula tied on: 

rr-^jn-sc 10 thh SLdert com 

trotter re-pon sajT? Pauls, 
r dp.n^ro? toUii: n<rnt crosv 
psarty papi-r which tilt 
£mi-rnm£tii in re^p.’iritJ the 
L?Sd leipilation and nbhpf 
Cf : lEidb apun to provide ^un 
ablf r land for > ite^. 

Cliff, fitting a touch awk- 
wTEfiii) on a too-soff sofa. 
-n .'jTre-n* q^jsL a S^rc w ary . and 
th>n his face brt^iks into a 
smjj^ as she coat in ties: *VVt 
campictf-Ly vwrc aff 
adults, your community and 
uiirs and we 3cmve to live 
y p^vthor. so it s sorely a ques 
uofi ofgetmig rbegovmwnf^ni 
if, sff- what nuts* be done. 1 

She wns deeply disup- 
fx iir±ied' she added ^vith t h e 
s response to the 
report the Office of the 
Dujjuty Minister 

the proposal u-*s unlikely to 
fops taken up There is some 
disr tisiiun here over why tl'J^ 
Govern inent shop Id I'm 1 - so 
bit ndiy intranstgent the 
consensus js that it s wan of 
a ■fe-Lft pin gyiJWfis' headhne in 

th-/>7Jiy *4ml 

fl . iff is delighted at their 
CtiMtdukton. ^ruf teib tlietu 
W. e know we ve ajmoved pe<> 
pie with the panning stuff, 
uimir^ihit J'' tier of E ne law to 
our ad vantage: h or ont /; liu i 
you pHSppie ^eenj lo ii?ali^ 
now, that we had no aiLerna- 
u ve. AnrJ don i think wh 
ll. Appeals procedures, end 
if harrowing, 
and -?jnd urtn^. nnd 

often it s tkjujoanlnfl. W* 
would give anything to not 
havi to go ihroovli it jusd to 
be allow otJ to live and work 
what did he think, tudted 
Paula . of the parish couiic i l . 
reiomu^tridati o i \ that l hist j? 
siioiiid be a le^lly landing 
siiii limit on any permuted 
siuC Cii0 t bought that wu* 
ilandy 1 d^al \y t here should 



The bavetleri' site at Cottenham, and (below] a wrecked gypsy caravan near Sherboorne in the Gotswolds. 
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Dale Farm, Cr^ys Hltl, Essen 

Around 500 IhsM and some Eng- 
IlSjh bsreJIe^ otcopy 5'te,on 
nrttn bell land, in May last year, 
U ip gfOiip y/as given the riyhl to 
for two ytars, causing anger 

smuiig Barents have 

ftmov&d therr children tram the 
[^tpl prmary scnocii b&C£iuse of 
the tnfkr/ ol trauefler chJidrtn 

n t bt“ more than sjx of eight 
try i lens on out xile. You prob 
^t>f v Itaveone of the* biggVKl 
sues jn th^ewumr, here, and 
1 ro surr> >* , tio\ right We 
4<jn t want it either Whu'tl 
lu spend nil their I mu 
v/1 1 h 70 rda ti Ve -• li mktr n n g 7 
Ii. s jiarTiftnoUfShfnrmohJ pw 
pie rff f Imsimas with seven p 
(>avifi N'ortfl askfL whether 
the f loti e nhiirj) trs vid lets an/ 
fttjnwny 'No, They n Irish 
but this 1$ a faiso distinction 
Suttu* from hi -HI bd corn 


Smithy Fen, Cctfcenham, 
Cambridgeshire 

Hume to dtaens of families lor 
many ycaj"S. Bui. A!iien Ijisl Srav 
eifefa come in large numbers Las: 
year, king term residents had to 
move to adjoining l^nd without 
perroisskm. This angered locals, 
who blamed them for noise, fil- 
ler and wen an unsolved murder, 

m unity think Ha many' is 
somehow more acceptable. 
Now I'm o gypsy, can trace 
my lineage back to Italy in Lhe 
l5Lh eenlury But the Irish 
and the Scots have a proud 
and Iwd working tradition as 
traveller® loo. We are fed up 
being at tins boUom of the bar 
rel, fed op with the luihilt*, 
when our heritage if> older 
than most of the aristor rar y 
In this coun try^nd we don’L 
want to lake it much more, st> 
you’Jf forgive us if we use the 


Sherborne, Gloucestershire 

Romany pjyp*h*> moved on to this 
■ssTtalr site, on l^a Lanai Taisl land, 
alter being evicted from another 
sjte miles away.^iter cam- 
pMifriff from Locals, ilte 13 adults 
and 12 children were ordered to 
leave las! month- Dut they refused 
and are appealing against Pie 
decision to move them on. 

laws of I he bind lo sbek up, for 
once, for ourselves/ 

There are quiet nods, of 
varying enthusiasm, around 
the table, and talk moves to 
security. Cliff says he 
understands the distrust some 
feel towards gypsies Wre 
used toil. There will be bad 
apples, as in any community. 
Hut we do police o wolves. Wp 
IujVc no wisii loscbiti people, 
jus! because we've chosen, a 
cUffcrem way of life- People apa 
letting IhiimsoJvws be Ingtu 


' r|1 d bv the press,’ David 
^ ' trr I 'I" h l\ I silking of he j\v lb o 
Iwncwnm unities integrated 
v. 3 1 h j.'i \wr. 1 1 si n’< fss li 1 1 1 il this ■ 

Mi oul mlUix. 

hul nvhat il thori' wi'j e orti- 
' 1 1 1 silt’s again, mo rri for 
1 Vl M viinf v usks Paula Lanla- 
1 ivt'U 'Wind would ymirsiitj 
hide I ji. ■ 1 1 \\t< (lien ijLi1(n:Pm I to 
.im d Lm:i u tr ■"?( | prx :a m pmi m lT 
Wr- Wijutd agree I0d pur 
cent IT Ihct'r vvjcs rr sun Tor us 
■o live legally. I vvnulrl be the 
first to Insist even illegal 
encampment was shut down, 
instantly/ 

TT E.NDS IN handshakes. 
There arc still a host of 
u n rcsol veil Issues a est lict- 
ics. school places, find the fact 
ilia t . i won i f >t me il s provided 
situs, the choioo u| venues is 
always going lo bo fraught. 
But alter mi hour observing 
tins milling I am 1 rr ft like the 
apocryphal singer who. after 
sea lining Lhe written lyrics for 
‘You say tomato jl say 
Lottie.! to . shook her lioad and 
wondered 'It's hard to see 
what the problem Is, exactly / 

A* I drive Cliff back to his 
caravan, hr enthuses on the 
Li avelters 1 way oJ life. How llte 
old are cared for, to I he end, 
never pul m homes. How each 
uJiumunUj, hut the 'hard 
iuan‘, lu kM,*p wasters in line. 

I low tin i old ami hard work 
on roads and lu fields has 
given, them ethics of their 
own How those who drink 
ion much or arc prune to 
depression are taken aside 
■ tl nd cared lor at an early 
Hliii'i- How the A l defines 
thuiV lives, its north-south 
axis down the centuries pro 
viiliug.i l apograph iospine. 

I vi ha [is some is oyer 
r (J n nm! ic, and of little rcassut'- 
ai „ v I- , anyone who has quick- 
yri[ (l 1 1 ii ir pace pasl a cajnpat 
dark ur wrinkltd their nose at 
buriiinu rubbish. Or is scared 
of frig dogs. But Ls it too 
roman fic, on this week's evi 
deuce parish council and 
tp. vellcrs united in a cone l u 
$ion (backed, incidentally, by 
i] l( . Association of Chief Police 
0 j]„ . is) lommgint'tluLl tlie 
Q^vrfi iiMcnl, faced with a 
choice hu tween sensible 

tegjxllttioh amJ one 
n . •„ 1 1 ■ 1 1 j . 1 1 v ht oUlinu might 
(u, imechuvq the guts to lake 
i hi toad less JnivellodV 




